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Agenda
Friday, April 28, 2017

9:00 a.m. Registration and Publishers Display

10:00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions 

10:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker - Janice Novakowski

12:15 p.m. Lunch and Publishers Display 

1:15 p.m. Workshop Session A 

3:15 p.m. Break and Publishers Display 

3:45 p.m. Keynote Speaker - Pat Dickinson

5:30 p.m. Networking 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 

7:00 p.m. Exploring the Outdoors and Reflecting on 
Your Learning in Niagara Falls

Saturday, April 29, 2017
7:30 a.m. Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. Welcome 

8:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker – Diane Kashin

10:30 a.m. Break 

10:45 a.m. Workshop Session B 

12:45 p.m. Lunch 

1:45 p.m. Workshop Session C 

3:45 p.m. Closing

Non-refundable registration fee: $50.00

When you register for the conference, this will 
hold your spot. This does not guarantee your 
acceptance to the conference. Please note 
once you submit your registration you will be 
BILLED IMMEDIATELY. Charges will include 
your registration fee and if applicable the 
cost of single accommodation. Participation 
is limited with preference going to first-time 
attendees of ETFO Kindergarten conferences. 

Successful participants will be selected by 
RANDOM DRAW and will be notified the week 
of March 28th, 2017. A confirmation letter 
will be sent to you listing details about the 
conference, accommodation, travel and other 
specifics. 

Please Note: Release time codes are provided 
by your district school board, not ETFO.

If you are not selected to attend this event 
your payment will be automatically refunded. 
You will receive an email confirming your 
refund.

To register and view the conference schedule, 
please have your ETFO membership number 
handy and visit the ETFO Events Management 
System (EMS) at https://events.etfo.org/
upcoming-events/, sign in and click on the 
Seeing, Engaging and Empowering the Learner 
in the Kindergarten tab. 

For more information about the conferences, 
please contact:
Jane Bennett, Executive Staff
jbennett@etfo.org or 
416-962-3836 or 1-888-838-3836, ext. 2277

The conference will be held at the Marriott 
on the Falls in Niagara Falls on Friday, April 
28 and Saturday, April 29, 2017. ETFO will 
pay for travel, meals, dependent care, shared 
accommodation and release time if required, 
as per ETFO provincial guidelines. 

Registration is open to ETFO members only.

The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) 

is holding a second Seeing the Learner, Engaging 

the Learner and Empowering the Learner in 

Kindergarten Conference. The overarching theme for the 

conference is meant to recognize the diverse nature and needs 

of our children and educators across the province. ETFO believes 

in the education of the whole child, children learn, question and 

explore through all areas of the curriculum and this philosophy 

will be reflected in our conference and the workshop offerings. 

ETFO members will be able to network with colleagues and 

explore effective practices and pedagogy in Kindergarten. Members 

will have opportunities to share ideas about stra
tegies for creating 

engaging learning environments for children, and also ideas to 

enhance teacher and DECE knowledge about content and exemplary 

practices.

Registration of deadline: 
March 22, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

Follow us at #etfopley.

Niagara FallsApril 28 & April 29, 2017
Marriott on the Falls5685 Falls Avenue, Niagara Falls ON

https://events.etfo.org/upcoming-events/


Pat Dickinson has engaged with learners of all ages throughout her 
long and varied career. She has taught nursery school through graduate 
school in early childhood, elementary, high school, college and university 
settings and has been the recipient of several provincial awards honouring 
her work with young children. Most recently she has focused on the 
importance of both early language and early mathematics development in 
young children.

Talk! Talk! Talk!  There Can’t be too Much of it in an 
Effective and Engaging Kindergarten Program.
For years educators have learned strategies for getting children to listen!  
This session will flip this notion, suggesting that it is actually children who 
should be talking, and educators who should be listening. This presentation 
will include both a rationale and practical strategies for engaging children 
in meaningful conversations that will enhance both your literacy and 
mathematics programs. And, yes, you will also get a chance to talk!

Diane Kashin is a registered early childhood educator in the 
province of Ontario. Diane taught early childhood education at Seneca 
College at both the degree and the diploma level. Diane retired from 
Seneca College in 2014 and is teaching part time at Ryerson University 
in Toronto. Diane writes a blog to support professional learning in early 
childhood education: www.tecribresearch.wordpress.com and loves to 
engage in continuous professional learning face to face and through social 
media platforms like Facebook and Twitter. Her passions include emergent 
curriculum, nature pedagogy, Reggio-inspired practice and play. Diane’s 
doctoral thesis: Reaching the Top of the Mountain: The Impact of Emergent 
Curriculum on the Practice and Self-Image of Early Childhood Educators was 
published in 2009. Diane has co-written with Dr. Beverlie Dietze, two textbooks 

with Pearson Canada; Playing and Learning in Early Childhood Education (2012) and Empowering 
Pedagogy (2016). Currently Beverlie and Diane are the lead researchers on a Lawson Foundation funded 
project on outdoor play and learning. Diane has worked in a volunteer capacity for many years in the early 
learning community and is the past president of the Association for Early Childhood Educators of Ontario 
and the current chair of the York Region Nature Collaborative.

Children Belong in Nature; It is in Their Nature
Children belong in nature; it is in their nature. Being able to 
play freely in and with nature is vital to children’s healthy 
development and supports their learning in wondrous ways. 
This interactive keynote will focus on ways educators can 
program for children outdoors using the best classroom – 
the one without a roof. When children play in nature’s 
playground many sparks will be ignited that can 
support ongoing inquiries that relate to the four frames 
(Kindergarten Program, 2016) and the four foundations 
of learning (How Does Learning Happen?, 2014) Going 
beyond the fence will encourage a pedagogy of place 
and nature. Even within a fenced in playground, 
there are ways to support learning with and in 
nature that can be extended indoors. However, 
bringing the outside in is a poor substitute for 
outdoor play with all of its benefits. Children 
need time and space outside. Framing 
children’s outdoor play from a rights-
perspective will take into consideration the 
importance of reconnecting children to 
nature for the health and welfare of not 
only the child but the planet.

Janice Novakowski is a teacher consultant for the 
Richmond School District in British Columbia, working with 
teachers and students in the areas of mathematics, inquiry and 
curriculum. She has been an educator at the preschool through 
university level in various roles. Janice’s graduate studies have 
focused on mathematical inquiry with young children. Her 
current areas of professional inquiry specifically include ways to 
develop number sense, mathematical inquiry and responsive, 
inclusive practices that engage all learners. Through the 
support of the British Columbia Association of Mathematics 
Teachers and the Vancouver Reggio Consortium, she facilitates 
a cross-district collaborative inquiry project examining how 
Reggio-Inspired Mathematics can inspire both professional and 
student learning in mathematics.

Reggio-Inspired Mathematics: Creating Openings for Playful 
Mathematical Inquiry
Inquiry-based approaches to the teaching and learning of mathematics can inspire playful 
and joyful mathematical learning experiences. Janice will share a professional collaborative 
inquiry project in British Columbia that began with a small group of educators’ questions 
about ways Reggio-inspired principles and practices could enhance their students’ engagement 
with mathematics. Through examples of classroom provocations and projects, along with 
examples of teacher reflection and collaboration, Janice will highlight the rich mathematics 
that has been uncovered by the learning community. Connections will be made to the Ontario 
Kindergarten Program, specifically the expectations around number sense, patterning, shape and 
measurement.

Keynotes

Keynotes



Session A Workshops
Using Loose Parts to Engage Young 
Learners in STEM

The versatility of loose parts play engages all learners 
and is a component for teaching Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM). Workshop participants 
will be introduced to the concepts of loose parts play 
and STEM learning. We will explore how these concepts 
connect to the Kindergarten Program and how you 
can use this learning to engage and empower your 
students to create a classroom culture of creators and 
collaborators. Educators will have time to explore loose 
parts collections and examples of what loose parts and 
STEM learning looks like in our classrooms.
Presenter(s): Erin Cleasby and Jennifer Evans

Seeing, Engaging and 
Empowering the Special Needs 
Learner in Kindergarten

Educator teams are committed to helping all children 
gain the highest possible degree of independence and 
the Kindergarten Program is designed to be inclusive 
for all. We believe that all children can succeed and 
that children with special needs are as competent and 
curious as their peers. In our workshop, we will give 
practical, hands-on ideas about how to make the 
environment accessible for children with physical needs. 
We will differentiate instruction for different learning 
needs and show how to include core vocabulary to 
expand communication for children with speech and 
language disorders. We will also discuss how to modify 
the four frames for specific children along with possible 
accommodations. As Kindergarten educators, we 
have the ability to empower children to believe in 
themselves, join us and learn tried and true ideas and 
strategies that will empower every learner in your 
classroom.
Presenter(s): Mandy Myers and Pam Vergara
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Numbers throughout the Day: 
Weaving Math into FDK

Join us to discover how we make the most of the 
minutes we have throughout the day by integrating 
numeracy into our program in a way that is both fluid 
and authentic to the play-based learning model. We 
will highlight how to create opportunities to explore 
numbers through embedding math learning in play, in 
centres, in transitions and conversations. We will discuss 
how to build conceptual understanding by finding the 
balance between planning and responsive instruction, 
which anchors back to a focus or a key concept. We 
will share tools and provocations that help to enhance 
and reinforce math learning such as our favourite 
manipulatives, games and short and snappy lessons. 
This will be a hands-on learning experience with lots 
of discussion to ensure that you will have concrete 
strategies, games, provocations and ideas to take with 
you back to your classroom.
Presenter(s): Jennifer Lennox-Coulter and Michelle 
Rahain

Creating a Kindergarten 
Environment Where Children Can 
be Innovators, Problem Solvers 
and Inquirers

What kind of environment can we offer young children 
to ensure that they will have the opportunity to 
become problem solvers and innovators? What does 
a Kindergarten classroom look like where children are 
able to demonstrate math and literacy behaviours 
throughout their day? Join us for this workshop 
where we will share examples from our classroom 
environment including documentation, to discuss how 
educators can identify, facilitate and enhance the 
four frames of the Kindergarten Program and create 
a learning environment where children can innovate, 
problem-solve, inquire and be surrounded by 
opportunities to engage in mathematics and literacy.
Presenter(s): Pam Rao and Spencer Cappellazzo
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Concrete Jungle: How to Make 
Effective use of the Outdoor 
Environment When There is 
Limited Natural Space

This workshop will focus on creating a learning 
environment that fosters stewardship, offers 
opportunities for literacy, numeracy, healthy living 
and science as well as encouraging problem-solving 
and self-regulation using the natural world. We will 
incorporate current research on learning in the natural 
environment and its benefits as well as offer practical 
ideas and hands-on activities to bring the natural 
environment into the classroom.
Presenter(s): Janet Homewood and Sarah Caswell

Infusing Literacy in the Inquiry 
Process

Join us on a journey through an actual inquiry that 
began in the building centre. We will walk through 
the inquiry process our children followed, beginning 
with their wonderings and our observations and 
documentation. We will share provocations and 
invitations that encouraged students to go deeper with 
their thinking and will end with communicating their 
learning. Throughout the workshop, we will emphasize 
how to capitalize on literacy teaching and learning 
opportunities and provide you with many ideas you 
can use and take back to your classroom.
Presenter(s): Tara Neate and Jennifer Camberland

The Great Outdoors
Have you wondered about how to create an 

outdoor classroom? Did you know that research today 
shows that children are not spending enough time 
outdoors? We are two very passionate educators who 
love to be outdoors with our children everyday! During 
this workshop we will focus on helping you to make 
connections to the natural world in order to contribute 
to children’s mental, physical, emotional and spiritual 
well-being. We will share our documentation of 
children engaged in outdoor learning, along with 
a wealth of information, photographs and lived 
experiences that will help you become confident in 
extending learning into the Great Outdoors! 
Presenter(s): Joanne Pizzuto and Julie St.Onge
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Session B Workshops
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W5 Partners @ Play
How do we engage our community, school 

staff and families in play? This workshop will explore 
how we can make learning through play visible 
to families and encourage them as first teachers 
to actively engage in their child’s learning. We will 
share how we welcome community members and 
school partners as they engage in the learning in our 
classrooms. Through the sharing of ideas and digging 
into the documents, you will come away with practical 
strategies and creative solutions for articulating play in 
your learning community. 
Presenter(s): Karen Morrison and Shannon Andrews

Intentional Provocations: 
Integrating Literacy and 
Mathematics into Children’s Play

Piaget famously said that play is the work of children 
but as educators, we often struggle to integrate 
literacy and math into children’s play. How do we 
create a classroom where children view themselves 
as competent and capable readers and writers? How 
do we develop the classroom environment so children 
encounter mathematics and literacy at every turn? 
This workshop will support educators in developing 
a plan to enhance opportunities for literacy and 
numeracy within their class. Participants are 
encouraged to bring photos of their currrent classroom 
environment for discussion.
Presenter(s): Laura Stockland

Culture in the Classroom
During this workshop participants will be 

provided with a closer look at a classroom that infuses 
aboriginal perspectives and culture. Understanding 
that working in Reggio inspired ways means that 
we need to tap into our own identity, how do we 
bring culture into the classroom for the children and 
their families? Important cultural components like 
the talking circle, the Anishnaabemowin language 
and story telling and how they were brought into the 
classroom as a means of sharing aboriginal cultural 
traditions and history will be offered.
Presenter(s): Ramona Shawana
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Session C Workshops

Who Are You?  Creating a 
Community of Learners in FDK

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no 
education at all.” -Aristotle
This workshop will give you practical, hands-on, 
ready-to-implement ideas and activities on how 
to take a completely diverse group of learners and 
create a sense of belonging and community. You will 
walk away with lessons and ideas that will help your 
young learners feel valued and respected through their 
unique qualities (such as: age, race, culture, abilities, 
languages, creed and family). Find out how to make 
“space” in your class to address equity, diversity and 
create inclusion through simple everyday activities and 
inquiry.
Presenter(s): Safia Saleh 

Let’s Talk It Up!
As educators we know that we will have 

children in our class who lack foundational oral 
language and will struggle to make requests, follow 
instructions and develop social and literacy skills. 
We want to ensure that we create positive school 
experiences for all children and support them in 
their development. During this workshop we will 
share strategies for promoting a child’s language 
development during everyday activities, routines and 
play in order to build language. Practical strategies 
will be shared to help you become attuned to children, 
follow their lead and foster language development. 
We will give ideas that you can use to adjust the way 
you talk throughout the day in order to facilitate 
children’s advanced language skills and foster 
emergent literacy skills.    
Presenter(s): Eva MacKenna and Sharon Rimmer

Math Invitations and Provocations
Children are intrigued by aesthetically 

pleasing objects, how they are arranged and set up; 
they want to explore and inquire. In this workshop, we 
will explore different materials and loose parts to help 
create math invitations and provocations. We will also 
look at how we can notice and name students learning 
to provide them with math vocabulary and terms and 
how to encourage them to see math all around them 
and in their play.
Presenter(s): Asma Jawed

Unlocking the Mysteries of the 
Brain: How Neuroscience Can 
Help Support Developmentally 
Appropriate Mathematical 
Teaching and Learning

What is the amygdala and what is its role in learning? 
What is the relationship between memory learning 
and emotions? In this workshop, we will learn 
about the structure and physiology of the brain 
and it’s impact on student learning in terms of the 
development of mathematical concepts such as 
counting, subitizing, number sense, patterning and 
sorting and classifying. We will apply these findings in 
neuroscience to create relevant and meaningful 
lessons that align with students cognitive abilities 
using the play-based learning model; this will 
ensure that all learners are engaged in a variety of 
real life contexts, allowing for multiple entry points.
Presenter(s): Shelly Vohra
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Engaging Children in the Outdoors
How can educators engage with children 

in curriculum-connected and enriching outdoor 
experiences on their school grounds? Join us to discuss 
practical ways to explore multiple learning streams 
and all four frames in an outdoor environment. We 
will share the experiences of working in a city school 
and transforming the environment into a half-day 
outdoor classroom, provide lessons learned and model 
easy-to-implement activities and approaches to 
engage children’s minds, bodies and thinking through 
outdoor exploration and discoveries. We will share 
how we collaborated as a DECE in a school board 
with Evergreen, a national not-for-profit to explore 
the untapped potential of school grounds as vibrant 
landscapes for play and learning.
Presenter(s): Rebecca Allgeier and Paula Gallo

Empowering Mathematical 
Learning Through Passion and 
Play

Attention all Math lovers, Math-o-phobes and 
everyone in between! The world of mathematical 
learning can be daunting and formidable for 
our youngest learners. It can also be exciting and 
challenging! Bring an open mind and problem-solving 
skills to help learn how our youngest learners can 
become empowered math experts. Provocations, 
invitations and ideas will abound!
Presenter(s): Pamela Taylor

Building Relationships – Strategies 
for Recognizing and Dealing with 
Conflict

Research has shown that most people prefer to avoid 
or ignore conflict however, that can create an even 
more stressful situation. In this workshop, participants 
will explore their own communication style and 
consider what they need from others when dealing 
with difficult information. We will share strategies and 
ideas to support building positive relationships.
Presenter(s): Lisa Cranston

Developing a Deeper 
Understanding of Self-Regulation 
in Kindergarten

This workshop will look at ways to support the 
development of self-regulation in the Kindergarten 
classroom. We will examine what self-regulation 
is (and what it is not) and how we can provide 
opportunities and tools to help students achieve an 
ideal state for learning. Participants will take away 
a set of reflective questions to help them assess their 
own learning environment with a self-regulation lens. 
Everyone will have the opportunity to create a tool 
to take back to their classroom to add to their own 
“calming centre.”
Presenter(s): Nadine Osborne

Loose Parts Play in Kindergarten
Do you wonder about the purpose of using 

loose parts in your Kindergarten program? Would 
you like to learn what loose parts are and how to 
incorporate them both indoors and in your outdoor 
learning environment? We will be sharing practical 
tips and tricks to build and organize your loose parts 
and how to get parents involved in building your 
collections. Come to our workshop to discover how 
loose part play can support expectations in all four 
frames of the Kindergarten Program, while having 
some fun learning and playing with loose parts!
Presenter(s): Jennifer Smith and Joanne Van Lierop 
Schuman
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